
 

For Spring break, my family and I  

went to Atlanta, Georgia. We visited the 

World of Coca-Cola Museum, the Legoland 

Discovery Center, High Museum of Art, and 

went on the SkyView Atlanta: Ferris wheel 

in Centennial Park.  

I am looking forward to the summer break 

because I will be going to visit my 

grandparents in Ghana. 

I decided to learn how to play piano 

because I saw people playing and thought 

it looked fun. So far, I have enjoyed it!  I will 

continue to take lessons and hope to 

become as good as Ms. Dana, at playing 

the piano.   

Eyram spreads joy in everything she does 

and to everyone she meets. She practices 

every day, and it shows in how quickly she ’s 

progressing. What a delight she is! 

My name is 

Eyram Rachel 

Akafuah. My 

Parents are 

Nelson and 

Rhoda, I also 

have two big 

brothers Etor and 

Selase. 

I am finishing off 

Kindergarten and 

getting excited 

about going into first grade at Rosa Parks 

Elementary school. I enjoy reading on my 

own and I like math. 

Besides the piano, Ialso  play the Ukulele.  

My favorite team is the Kentucky 

Wildcats Women's Basketball. 

My favorite book series is Amelia Bedelia 

because it makes me laugh while it helps 

me learn. 

I love watching Moana, Frozen, and 

Encanto movies.    

I enjoy swimming on the BYB swim team.  

We won second place in the 2022 KYCSL 

12 & under competition.   
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student highlight: EYRAM AKAFUAH 

SPRING RECITAL  

MAY 16 @ 7 PM 

NO LESSONS  

MAY 16—JUNE 5 

SUMMER LESSON WEEKS  

JUNE 6 

JUNE 20 

JULY 11 

JULY 18 

SUMMER GROUPS  

THURSDAYS 1:00-2:30 ON 

JUNE 9 

JUNE 23 

JULY 14 

IMPORTANT DATES 
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Quick Links 

Eyram 

in Louisville this spring. It’s Will’s 

first year to pitch, and he’s 

doing awesome! Several no-

hitter innings so far! 

May 3 is our wedding 

anniversary. I’m very thankful for 

my sweet, patient and helpful 

husband. Looking forward to 

the next 42 years! 

Hadlee turned 11 on April 11, and 

we got to Facetime with her. 

Easter was a wonderful day spent 

at church and with family. The 

kids enjoyed an egg hunt in the 

backyard. 

Baseball, T-ball and volleyball are 

in full swing for our grandkids. 

We’re spending most Saturdays 

What’s New for Dana 

Hadlee is 11! 

Will in pitch 

mode 

Happy Easter from: Evie, Andrea, 

Jonathan, Ryan, Megan, Natalea, Will 
Happy Easter from Tiffany, 

Hadlee, Jon-Michael, Landree 

HEATHER BUTLER  

EMILY COLLINS 

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS!  

Ryan’s team colors 

match his glasses! 

http://www.danamartinstudio.com/
mailto:dana@danamartinstudio.com
https://twitter.com/danamartinky
https://danamartinstudio.com/home/keys/


 

 

Last Week of the  

Practice Competition  
We’re in the last week of the Practice Competition and every 

day counts DOUBLE. I’m so proud of ALL my students who have 

worked hard to earn prizes and qualify for the pizza party! Students 

will receive recognition at the Spring Recital.  

I’m thrilled to see students reap the rewards of the extra practice 

during the competition. An obvious one being the awesome results 

they see each week during lessons with skill improvements, more 

memorized pieces and general confidence in their musical abilities.   

Each year many students are motivated to continue the 

increased practice time even after the competition is over, and they 

continue to progress and see their musical goals realized much 

faster because of their diligence and hard work. Maybe this year, it 

will be YOU! 

Use your phone as a listening device. Most 

pieces can be found on YouTube to listen to a 

piece for expression, dynamics and rhythm.  You 

can also play YouTube videos at a slower speed 

when you need help figuring out those fast 

passages or to play along when you aren’t quite 

ready for the regular tempo. 

Use your phone’s recording feature. Nothing 

says, “Wow, this still needs work,” like a recording 

of yourself in practice. In the moment your playing 

may sound okay, but the recording won’t lie. It’s 

not easy to hear yourself when a piece is still raw, 

but don’t skip this step when you’re polishing a 

piece for performance.  

Practice with your 

phone handy 

Talk to your student about this exciting and valuable 

opportunity. Here are the details: 

THURSDAYS June 9, 23 and July 14 from 1:00-2:30 p.m. 

Classes are limited to 6 students. When all classes are full, a 

fourth date may open up. 

See Sign-Up Form in your student’s music folder for more 

info. There are a few openings. Deadline for registration is  

May 16. 

Summer Group Classes! 
Summer Groups prep is underway.  

This year’s theme, Virtual Holiday promises a fun time of 

learning about music from other countries and cultures, 

music games that enhance our learning, as well as snacks 

that complement our theme, and much more!  

Elementary and middle school students may choose to 

attend the group classes in lieu of their regular lessons 

in June and July.  

Your phone can be a 

distraction if you’re receiving 

texts or calls while practicing. 

However, there are some very 

good reasons to practice with 

your phone nearby in “Do Not 

Disturb” or “Airplane” mode. 

30-Piece Challenge 
All students who completed the 30-Piece Challenge will be 

recognized at the recital.  

I’m so proud of everyone who worked to complete this challenge. 

Some students surpassed 30 pieces, especially beginners whose 

pieces are shorter and easier to learn in one week. It’s not as easy 

for those students who have longer, more difficult pieces that can 

take weeks or even months to finish and master. 

Thank you for your hard work. Way to go! 

a student’s work ethic as he grows to 

take on other life challenges.  

Recitals are a great way to build 

courage and confidence in students. 

Performing is no walk in the park. It 

takes a lot of courage to get up and 

perform at a recital and often leads to 

extreme nerves and anxiety. You’ve no 

doubt heard that public speaking is 

more feared by adults than death. 

When a student begins performing at 

a young age, the more comfortable 

she will become at it and the less 

nervous she will feel. Translate the 

performance skills acquired from 

recitals into public speaking and other 

public performances students will face 

later on. 

Recitals teach students to focus on 

their achievements rather than their 

mistakes. Mistakes are a part of life 

and everybody makes them. The more 

a student practices and plays at 

recitals, the easier he will be able to 

move past a mistake and pick himself 

right back up again. I tell my students 

Recitals are essential. I strongly 

believe that recitals are an essential 

part of music education. You’d never 

allow your athlete to only attend 

soccer practice but never actually play 

in a game.  

I encourage my students to go 

above and beyond the classroom 

lesson by getting them involved in 

recitals, events and other 

performances that help build 

character and enforce life skills. The 

life skills gained from these public 

performances are invaluable to 

students and will benefit them for 

years to come as they translate into 

school and later their careers. 

Preparing for recitals instills 

discipline. A recital is a deadline, 

which requires diligent practice as 

well as extra time and effort to 

memorize and master the pieces to 

perform them with excellence. With 

pride, students know they’ve met the 

challenge of discipline, hard work and 

accomplishment, which translates into 

that no one remembers your mistakes; 

they only remember their own. 

Students come to realize that mistakes 

are not what matter most, but that 

getting up on stage and doing your 

best is most important.  

Recitals motivate students to work 

hard for their achievements. Students 

want to do well in front of their 

friends, family and peers. That 

motivation they feel before a 

performance will continue when they 

watch their peers perform. Seeing 

younger or less experienced students 

perform encourages a student to feel 

accomplished at how far he has come. 

Likewise, watching older or more 

experienced students perform 

encourages him to set goals for what 

he has yet to accomplish.  

Recitals teach students how to 

prepare and be prepared for other life 

skills and challenges. Take pride in 

your hard work, diligence and 

accomplishments because they pay off 

in life.  

Why Recitals Are Important 


